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The BK5K Road Race is an annual five-kilometer road race organized to honor Bob Kierlin, founder of Fastenal Company and lifelong supporter of youth programs. This event is intended to provide a competitive road race for athletes of all abilities who desire to challenge themselves to pursue their best effort. All proceeds from the event and other fundraising efforts will go to various area youth organizations and youth programs who have demonstrated positive youth development. Awards will be dispersed by the BK5K Youth Fund Committee, in partnership with the Winona Community Foundation.

Grant applications will be evaluated on a competitive basis considering need, quality of application, fiscal viability, and benefits to youth development. To be eligible to receive grant funding, your organization or program must be a nonprofit 501(c)(3) agency (or have a fiscal sponsor) serving youth 18 years and younger.  Public, private, and charter schools are also eligible. Grants up to $5,000 will be prioritized first. We will also consider a large project grants up to $75,000 with remaining funds. In order to apply, complete the following application and ensure that all questions are answered completely. Requests submitted by letter in place of completing the application form will be disqualified. Applications are due by Monday, September 30, 2024.

Award preference is given to grants requesting capital equipment or specific program funding. Please provide clarity and reasoning for the funding.  The following items will not be considered for funding: general operating expenses, staff salary/training, travel/trips, and scholarships. Proposals that do not include a clear cost breakdown and proof of cost will also not be considered.

Completed grants and questions regarding your proposal can be submitted to: 

BK5K Youth Fund
bk5kgrants@fastenal.com


2024 BK5K Youth Fund Grant Application (KS)
Grant Application Due Date:  Monday, September 30, 2024


ORGANIZATION/SCHOOL PROGRAM INFORMATION:
Organization Name:  Turner Elementary 
Program Name (if applicable):  K- 5 STEM at Turner Elementary
Tax ID Number (EIN):  48-0679018
Address (full mailing address):  1800 S 55 Street, Kansas City, KS 66106
# of Employees/Volunteers:  85
# of Youth Served in Current Calendar Year:  600+
# of Youth Impacted by This Funding Request:  600+

Total Amount Requested:  $10,097.00


APPLICANT CONTACT INFORMATION:
Name:  Leah Coffman
Title:  K- 5 STEM and Math Interventionist
Phone Number:  913-288-3400
Email Address:  Coffmanl@turnerusd202.org






REQUEST DETAILS:

1. Briefly describe your organization, school, or program, and explain why you are in need of funding.

Turner Elementary, one of four elementary schools in Turner School District (Kansas City, Kansas), has over 600 students. Turner School District serves a very diverse community, both culturally and socioeconomically. We are a Title I school district, with about 80% of our students qualifying for free and reduced school meals. 

Turner Elementary is located at 55th Street and Metropolitan Avenue and provides education to preschool through 5th grade students. Leah Coffman is a STEM teacher and Math Interventionist. She has been a teacher at Turner Elementary for 20 years. Turner Elementary is unique from the other elementary schools in that it has a STEM program that all students in kindergarten through 5th grade participate in. It is treated as a “specials”, or elective, class that students visit on a rotation schedule. When students attend STEM, it is a 55-minute class where they learn about coding, the engineering design process, STEM careers, and participate in many engaging STEM challenges throughout the year. This class allows students to think differently, experiment, fail, try again, and feel the success of solving problems. 

As an outstanding educator, Ms. Coffman was the first Kansas City area educator chosen to be in The Cosmosphere’s Launch Learning program. Through this program, each educator undergoes personal and professional development to influence and promote teaching STEM. They also receive resources and support from The Cosmosphere’s staff. You can learn more about this program and what it looks like in Ms. Coffman’s classroom here. 

Being a large school district in a low-socioeconomic community, our options for funding programs like a STEM lab are limited. Ms. Coffman has exhausted many resources to be able to provide materials, technology, and resources for students to utilize in the STEM lab. She has applied for and received many grants and donations over the years. Despite the honor of receiving these grants and donations, the Turner Elementary STEM classroom is behind in equipment, technology, and materials compared to STEM programs in more affluent communities where the funding for such activities is greater than in our district.

We want our students to have the same level of access and experience as students in neighboring districts, and so it is important for us to be able to receive grants such as this one that would allow us to buy more equipment and materials for students to learn on in our STEM classroom.

2. Who is the target youth population for this funding, and how does your organization/program benefit youth?

As stated above, Turner Elementary serves over 600 students, each of which would be culturally diverse (50% Hispanic, 29% White, 13% African American, 8% Other) and serve many students with special needs. 

Turner Elementary not only educates students, we also provide many services that promote and support student overall well-being and mental health. 

3.  Please justify how the requested funds will be used. Provide an itemized list and cost breakdown detailing how the funds will be allocated. Be sure to provide proof of cost such as a vendor quote.

The item that we are interested in purchasing for our STEM classroom is a laser cutter package from Glowforge. The Package includes the laser cutter, accessories, filters, and sample materials. One thing that sets this product apart from other similar products are the safety features that keep the students out of harm's way and the filters that cut down on fumes, which are so important to consider when working with elementary age children. Glowforge offers user-friendly web-based software that allows for easy start up so the time can be better used solving problems, creative thinking, and using the design process. 

Laser cutter			$6495.00
Filters 	& Cartridge		$1544.00		
sample materials 		  $530.00
EDU Premium		  $239.00
Extended Warranty 		 $1199.00
shipping			    $90.00

Attached you will find the vender quote that is specific and itemized.  The vender quote has tax included. 

4. How long do you expect the purchased items to last, and how do you plan to handle any ongoing maintenance costs, if applicable?

The laser cutter has a typical life span of 5+ years. There will be an average of $250 for replacement parts each year. Our district has a community-led charitable organization, Turner Foundation, that accepts applications for grants twice each school year. Initially, I intend to use the grant opportunity to purchase replacement parts. Some of the student projects will be based on supplying products for sale within the community. Once those are in place, the proceeds will be used for maintenance and savings for a new model. Glowforge has discussed a model that is self-sustaining. In addition to the self-sustaining model, there is an extended warranty included in the original purchase that will take care of issues that might arise. 




5. Why is this requested needed not part of your normal budget?

Our district budget covers the purchase of curricular materials, but any additional equipment or technology is not included due to budgetary limitations. While items such as textbooks, online programs, and typical classroom supplies are sufficient for many classrooms, a STEM lab and classroom requires modern, high-level, hands-on technology for the lessons to be relevant, interesting, and effective for student learning. 

While district and school administrators are very supportive of the STEM program at Turner Elementary, there are only so many funds in the budget, and it is simply not possible to be able to purchase expensive equipment and technology for elective courses. 

6. How will these funds benefit your organization/program and the youth you serve?

We are fortunate to have a STEM program that serves kindergarten through fifth grade students – not all schools are able to offer this program. We love to give the students many opportunities to problem solve and use the engineering design process. Having access to a laser cutter in our school would encourage design thinking and allow students to engage in critical thinking with hands-on experimenting, prototyping, and creating to meet challenges and solve problems. Students would be able to engage in design thinking protocols to identify needs and creatively craft solutions that serve others in their schools. 

Having a laser cutter would allow students to design and create products that could be sold for fundraisers and allow for real-world experience in economics, data collection, communication skills - both written and verbal - and collaboration with peers and community members.  

7. Tell us how a youth’s life has changed for the better as a result of your organization/program. (Be specific and tell a story.)

During their time in the STEM classroom, students learn about career opportunities in STEM that they had not previous been aware of. We serve a predominantly working-class community, and so exposure to STEM careers that require higher levels of education are typically the responsibility of the school and teachers. Rather than tell you the story of how STEM has impacted our students, we wanted to show you. Please see the impact our program has had in this video: https://youtu.be/-0koh2Ef0kg 

8.  Has your organization/program previously received funding from the BK5K Youth Fund? If so, what years were you funded, and how were the funds utilized? 

We have not received funds from your organization in the past. We would be completely honored to be selected this year. Should there be additional funds available beyond what we are requesting for the laser cutter, we would love to be able to purchase additional equipment for our STEM classroom.
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